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Dear Brandt Parents, Guardians, and Friends, 
 
What a great week back in school! I have heard so much feedback from our students regarding the many 
things that they have learned about kindness, community and reaching for your dreams via the Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. teachings. Our student body is a very young one and it is so beautiful to hear how they 
pledge to be kind and respectful to other friends in the community. They truly understand the concept of 
community and we will continue to support that. This week we had Dr. Flores visiting classes and 
participating in conversations about friendship and community. So much of the feedback that she heard 
anchored back to both the things they are exposed to at home and the learning in school.   
 
We are also very proud to share that members of our school’s teaching community have engaged in 
professional development to grow their professional lenses. We had PIRT Carolyn Best and School 
Counselor Jessica Hosbach attend a workshop tailored at ensuring that we grow cultural competence and 
equality in our school. PIRT Best has been charged with sharing her learning with the preschool 
community and Counselor Hosbach has as her responsibility the sharing with the K-2 teams during 
Principal Planning and other opportunities. Our RTI Teacher, Mrs. Vallejo-Rodriguez attended a 
workshop on Literacy Learning across Grades. The purpose was to gain new strategies for students that 
may need additional support in literacy instruction. She is also most anxious to share her new learning 
with the instructional teams. Finally, I would like to celebrate Kindergarten teacher, Mr. Sheridan. He has 
recently graduated from Montclair State University with a Master’s degree in Educational Leadership. He 
is always ready to lend his support to thinking relative to leading at the school level and beyond. I am 
very proud of his tenacity and focus in this endeavor. Join me in congratulating him and should you see 
him during arrival or dismissal let him know you are proud as well.  
 
We are deep into our Morning Meeting protocol within the Responsive Classroom Model. My focus this 
week was getting into all of the Kindergarten classrooms and watching as they engaged in greetings, 
partner selection, group sharing and message time. Children were so eager to share all that they have 
learned about one another and I was excited to capture pictures to be shared on Dojo for you to enjoy. I 
wonder if any students have told you about Morning Meeting. If you have any feedback to share I would 
love to hear about it. This practice will keep us grounded in community and continue to grow our school’s 
focus of Social-Emotional Learning.  
 
Lastly, and inspired by the Kindergarten Project Lead the Way (PLTW) work and their Trout Study we 
now have welcomed lizards into the Grade 1 science experience. Mr. Hamlin, Grade 1 PLTW wanted the 
1st graders to also have the experience of an animal in the classroom that they would take care of and 
monitor its development. He is very excited to invite both the K and Grade 2 classes to visit. I know the 
children are super eager to share the Life of the Lizards.  
 
Finally, remember that a happy child is a learning child! I look forward to seeing you at drop-off, at pick-
up and around our amazing little town! 
 
Principal Rodriguez-Gomez 
 


